
GOVERNMENT O F  THE DISTRICT O F  COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl ica t ion  No. 12915 of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and D i r e c t o r s  of Georgetown 
Col lege,  pursuant  t o  Sub-section 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions ,  
f o r  a  s p e c i a l  except ion  under Paragraph 3101.46 f o r  f u r t h e r  
p rocess ing  under a  campus p l an  t o  c o n s t r u c t  an i n t e r c u l t u r a l  
c e n t e r  i n  an R-3 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 3700 0 S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  
(Square 1321, P a r t  of  Lot 1). 

HEARING DATE: Apr i l  18 ,  1979 
DECISION DATE: May 2 ,  1979 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The p rope r ty  i s  loca t ed  i n  an R-3 D i s t r i c t  on t h e  
main campus of  Georgetown Univers i ty .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  
l o c a t e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of  t h e  campus a d j a c e n t  t o  GRAVENOR 
and COPLEY h a l l s .  

2 .  The a p p l i c a n t s  r e q u e s t  permiss ion t o  e r e c t  an academic 
I n t e r c u l t u r a l  Center .  The proposed f a c i l i t y  i s  designed t o  
meet a  p r e s s i n g  need of t h e  Un ive r s i t y  f o r  adequate academic 
f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  p r e s e n t l y  do n o t  e x i s t .  The I n t e r c u l t u r a l  
Center  w i l l  conso l ida t e  both  t h e  academic needs of t h e  gradua te  
and undergraduate schools  and t h e  admin i s t a t i ve  academic suppor t  
func t ion .  The p r o j e c t  i s  designed t o  accommodate a s  p a r t  of  
t h e  i n i t i a l  cons t ruc t ion  o r  f u t u r e  cons t ruc t ion  a  s o l a r  e l e c t r i c  
energy system i n  t h e  form of  a  roof covering.  The f a c i l i t y  
i s  proposed t o  i nc lude  a  Fine A r t s  wing which w i l l  house an 
audi tor ium wi th  a  capac i ty  of 400  t o  500 s e a t s .  

3. The Board of Zoning Adjustment heard t h i s  case  pursuant  
t o  a  s t i p u l a t i o n  s igned by counsel  f o r  Georgetown Un ive r s i t y  
and counsel  f o r  t h e  C i t i z e n s  Assoc ia t ion  of  Georgetown, Inc .  
and t h e  Foundation f o r  t h e  P re se rva t ion  of H i s t o r i c  Georgetown. 
The s t i p u l a t i o n  reads  a s  fo l lows:  

"The p a r t i e s  t o  BZA Appl ica t ion  No. 10814 hereby 
s t i p u l a t e  and agree  t h a t  BZA Appl ica t ion  No. 12915 may 
proceed and be decided by t h e  Board of Zoning Adjust- 
ment wi thout  regard  t o  t h e  pendency of  t h e  review 
proceedings r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  Board 's  Order of December 
19,  1977, i n  BZA Appl ica t ion  No. 10814. The p a r t i e s  
f u r t h e r  agree  t h a t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  d e c i s i o n  of 
t h e  Board i n  Appl ica t ion  No. 12915 w i l l  n o t  be a f f e c t e d  
by t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  review proceedings  r e s p e c t i n g  
t h e  Board 's  Order of December 19 ,  1977, and t h a t  
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t h e  Order  e n t e r e d  by t h e  Board i n  A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 
12915 s h a l l  n o t  be  c o n s t r u e d  a s  having any b e a r i n g  
upon t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  Board ' s  Order  o f  
December 1 9 ,  1977".  

4.  Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1789 under  
a  c h a r t e r  g r a n t e d  t o  it by t h e  Congress o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  
I t  i s  an  a c c r e d i t e d  U n i v e r s i t y  and a u t h o r i z e d  t o  c o n f e r  d e g r e e s ,  
and q u a l i f i e s  a s  a  U n i v e r s i t y  under  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  

5.  The l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r c u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  
campus b o u n d a r i e s  o f  Georgetown U n i v e r s i r y .  

6 .  There  w i l l  b e  no  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of s t u d e n t s ,  
f a c u l t y  o r  academic s t a f f  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of  t h i s  b u i l d i n g .  

7. The C e n t e r  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  removed from any nearby 
r e s i d e n c e s .  The I n t e r c u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  w i l l  remove some a c t i v i t i e s  
and p r e s e n c e  o f  many U n i v e r s i t y  f u n c t i o n s  and o p e r a t i o n s  from 
t h e  edge  o f  t h e  campus b o r d e r i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s .  

8. There w i l l  b e  no n o i s e  t h a t  w i l l  a f f e c t  r e s i d e n t s  
because  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  away from t h e  edge  of 
t h e  campus. 

9 .  The Cen te r  w i l l  p r o v i d e  needed academic f a c i l i t i e s  
on campus, t h u s  r e d u c i n g  t h e  number o f  v e h i c l e s  t r a v e l i n g  
o f f  campus. 

10 .  There  w i l l  b e  an  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  t r u c k l o a d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  th rough  t h e  l a r g e  p a r k i n g  a r e a  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
p a r t  o f  t h e  campus. No a d d i t i o n a l  t r a f f i c  w i l l  b e  g e n e r a t e d  
and i n  f a c t  f i f t y - f o u r  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  w i l l  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  proposed c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

11. The Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
p r o v i d e  1 ,774 p a r k i n g  s p a c e s ;  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a c t u a l l y  p r o v i d e s  
3,708 p a r k i n g  s p a c e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  no a d d i t i o n a l  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  
a r e  r e q u i r e d .  

12 .  The F i n e  A r t s  Commission vo iced  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r c u l t u r a l  C e n t e r .  

13 .  The Board approved a campus p l a n  f o r  Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y  
i n  Case No. 10814. The proposed b u i l d i n g  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y '  s Campus P lan .  
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1 4 .  The F loor  Area Ra t io  o f  t h e  Campus i n c l u d i n g  t h e  proposed 
Center  w i l l  remain w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  F.A.R. requirements .  

15. The Department o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  by memorandum da t ed  
A p r i l  23, 1979, r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  proposed f a c i l i t y ,  a  c lassroom 
and f a c u l t y  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  w i l l  house many of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
academic f u n c t i o n s  now l o c a t e d  i n  Square 1 2 2 2 ,  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  
on t h e  approved Master Plan.  There w i l l  be no i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
number of s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y  o r  s t a f f .  However, t h e r e  w i l l  be a  
s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  i n  housekeeping personne l .  The f a c i l i t y  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  no changes i n  t h e  Master P lan  pa rk ing  requ i rements .  
The Department t h e r e f o r e ,  d i d  n o t  expec t  t h e  proposed development 
t o  cause  measurable adverse  impact  on t h e  s t ree t  o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
system. The Board s o  f i n d s .  

1 6 .  The Advisory Neighborhood Commission n e i t h e r  appeared 
i n  p e r s o n  n o r  f i l e d  a  w r i t t e n  s t a t emen t  wi th  t h e  Board concerning 
t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

17.  One r e s i d e n t  of t h e  a r e a  appeared and o f f e r e d  no 
o b j e c t i o n s ,  b u t  r eques t ed  t h a t  no antenna tower be c o n s t r u c t e d  
and t h a t  t h e  pa rk ing  spaces  be main ta ined  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  l e v e l .  

CONCLUSION OF LAW: 

The Board concludes  t h a t  Georgetown Un ive r s i t y  meets t h e  
requ i rements  of a  u n i v e r s i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of  t h e  Zoning 
Regula t ions .  The Board concludes  t h a t  t h e  proposed I n t e r c u l t u r a l  
Cen te r  i s  s o  l o c a t e d  t h a t  it i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
t o  ne ighbor ing  p r o p e r t y  owners because of  n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  number 
of s t u d e n t s  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  The Board concludes  
t h a t  t h e  proposed c e n t e r ,  when added t o  a l l  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  
and s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  campus, does n o t  exceed t h e  g r o s s  f l o o r  
a r e a  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  t h e  R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  The Board concludes  t h a t  
t h e  proposed c e n t e r  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  approved campus p l ans .  
I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  above a p p l i c a t i o n  be  GRANTED 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  s h a l l  be  no antenna tower 
a s  p i c t u r e d  on E x h i b i t  9  of  t h e  r eco rd .  

VOTE : 

3-0 (Will iam F. McIntosh, C h l o e t h i e l  Woodard Smith and 
Leonard L. McCants t o  g r a n t ,  Char les  R. No r r i s  

n o t  v o t i n g ,  n o t  having heard  t h e  c a s e ) .  
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BY ORDER O F  THE D. C .  BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED B y :  
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE O F  ORDER: 3 J N  1979 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8204 .3  O F  THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO D E C I S I O N  
OR ORDER O F  THE BOARD SHALL TAKE E F F E C T  U N T I L  TEN DAYS AFTER 
HAVING BECOME F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES O F  
P R A C T I C E  AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTME NJ?." 

T H I S  ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS 
AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH 
P E R I O D  AN A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T  OR C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  
OCCUPANCY I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  L I C E N S E S ,  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S ,  
AND I N S P E C T I O N S .  


